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ciples of action presented in the New Testament ?
To this New Testament life he saw, opposed and in
contrast, the ways and assumptions of English life,
religious as well as secular. He saw that the organ-
isation of society had been carried, and was still being
carried, to great and wonderful perfection; only it
was the perfection of a society and way of life adapted
to the present world, and having its ends here ; only
it was as different as anything can be from the picture
which the writers of the New Testament, consciously
and unconsciously, give of themselves and their
friends. Here was a Church, a religion, a " Christian
nation," professing to be identical in spirit and
rules of faith and conduct with the Church and
religion of the Gospels and Epistles; and what was
the identity, beyond certain phrases and conventional
suppositions ? He could not see a trace in English
society of that simple and severe hold of the unseen
and the future which is the colour and breath, as well
as the outward form, of the New Testament life.
Nothing could be more perfect, nothing grander and
nobler, than all the current arrangements for this
life; its justice and order and increasing gentleness, its
widening sympathies between men; but it was all for
the perfection and improvement of this life; it would all
go on, if what we experience now was our only scene
and destiny. This perpetual antithesis haunted him,
when he knew it, or when he did not. Against it the
Church ought to be the perpetual protest, and the
fearless challenge, as it was in the days of the New